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EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

836. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 

In asking this question on behalf of the member for Bassendean, I acknowledge the board members of the 
Bayswater & Noranda Community Bank in the gallery today. I also acknowledge in the gallery today those 
parents and community members from schools across Western Australia concerned about the issue of education. 

My question to the Premier is on the subject matter of education. I refer to the cut of 91 early childhood 
education assistants from public schools in 2014, plus the 105 Aboriginal and Islander education officers, many 
in the early years as well, and to $8 million in cuts in literacy and numeracy programs, including in the early 
years. 

(1) When all early child development experts say that we should be focusing on resources in the early 
years, why is the Premier ripping out early child development educators and support from local 
schools? 

(2) In light of the 42 000 signatures on petitions being presented today, will the Premier now consider 
reviewing these harsh cuts on the early years of schooling when children most need support? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(2) I am pleased that the opposition has referred to the early years of education, because it was, of course, a 

Liberal–National government back in the late 1990s that introduced universal preprimary and 
kindergarten programs for every child in this state, a commitment that was put in place and continues 
today. 

Mr P. Papalia: Answer the question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: It is about early childhood. No other state in Australia has matched that commitment. 

Mr P. Papalia: It is about cuts. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: Mr Speaker, it is about early childhood, and I am telling the member for Warnbro what 
happened in early childhood. 

The other fact is—the facts are important—when this government came into power in 2008, it committed to a 
massive increase in expenditure in education across the board, and we have delivered that. In the period from 
2008 through to now, education funding has increased from $2.8 billion to $4.4 billion—that is, a 55 per cent 
increase in funding for education—while over the same period the student population grew, but grew by a far 
lesser amount of around nine per cent. That is a massive real increase in education funding. 

Education assistants play an absolutely essential role in our schools in the early childhood area, for children with 
disabilities and special learning needs. In 2004–05, there were 4 500 education assistants in our school system; 
today, there are 7 500. A number of people who have been employed have had their employment designated to a 
particular school whether or not the child they were there to assist is still enrolled in that school. The government 
has announced a number of measures of a reform nature. The Teese report, which looks at funding on the basis 
of needs—a student-based funding system—exactly along the lines of Gonski, is being introduced into schools 
next year. 

Dr A.D. Buti: All you are doing is cutting. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: That is being done in the context of a $300 million increase in the education budget over 
2013–14. I acknowledge, given student population growth, that some schools will lose staffing and some will 
gain. That will be a redistribution of resources, with an increase of $300 million, and will hold the teacher 
numbers constant through the 2014 school year, with subsequent growth from 2015. 

The changes announced to the number of education assistants will see an overall reduction of 350 positions out 
of the 7 500. That will have an effect across the board. The majority of those will be in the area of anaphylactic 
care, which is — 

Mr M. McGowan: It is not a majority. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No other state in Australia provides education assistants in that area. I again reassure 
people in the gallery that any education assistant with a permanent job will have a permanent job next year and 
the year after and the year after. The changes will be made and the reduction of around 350 will be by attrition, 
by people leaving — 
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Mr P. Papalia interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Warnbro, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The changes will be made by attrition; and, yes, people on contracts may not have their 
contracts next year, but the permanent employees will continue. Some permanent employees may be required to 
go to another school where there is a child with need; that might be the reality. They will not have permanency at 
a particular site, but the permanent education assistants will continue to have permanency. I know that will cause 
some difficulties in schools and for individuals. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There has been massive growth in the number of education assistants, beyond what the 
system requires. I know that this will cause some personal anguish—and I regret that—but we do not have an 
unlimited capacity to employ everyone who would like a job in the education system. Next year will be a year of 
adjustment; we will get the numbers of education assistants back to where they should be, we will maintain 
teacher numbers and thereafter it will grow. We are reforming in Western Australia along the lines of the Gonski 
recommendations. 
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